Roberta Ingles Steele

wans the great-great-
great-granddaughter of
Mary Draper Ingles.
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HADPORD < Like her
great-great-great-
grandmother, Hoberta [ngles
Stevie win 2 slrong, tenacious
determuned woman

“If she decided she wanied
to accomplish soenetheng. she
decided w0 stick to It untll b
wias done.” skl et won, Ko
et Sorke

Jzst twe mrcks Sefure b
ded of canoer on Aug. 12, the
Bi-yvar-odd Yl decadnd whe
ecded 1o boow the origined
nate of the New [iver, the
waltercouwrw Bt prwat g vsl
great grandmother falluwed
23 she Cliwwdd be way 1o frec
Jom sfietr being twben (rom
bet bome mear presest -day
Blschaburg by Shawars
= altiora

thi [hemed doxal hivtoriss
Acs Balecy and ashed hav b2
& a Lot rescatch

Badyy hremd a0 swvwrr B
Mevle's quastien in Fatrica
jobasus “New River Farly
Sertlvenend ”

“Tt wan called 1he Nouso
Miver asa] the Indiams v West
Virgisia calload it the Biver of
Desth” Naillvy epored

Steele wae usdoubtedly
hapre ™ Linww et ssdewiof
had Aefled b Dindiarwy’ chae-
screvigathon ol the river Wy
talrwing the (1ver fram Othun
whete bher captars had
browght het, the plodesr
woerun flvam] her war home
She ram walked and crawiad
1% mées i 41 dayy 1o pet
there

That wm = 755 Steele's
greal-great-greal
grandsiher wae Mary Drap-
er Ingles

“Roheris was patul proseg-
tive of what propie sasd about
Mary Dyaper [nghes” Rallry
waidd, sotang thae Stewle was
extreesely proud o et heny
. “And righthally " hae
sddel, ‘becaume they dud 3 fin
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ROBERTA INGLES STEELE
1919-2004

She was proud, protective of family heritage

Rubserts nglen Sleale st e
hesland, Ppod ot The ngles
Taminy mome La Mwwre

for Balisad

Sodie bived i the busgss
by grest use b Willkam [ngles
budh frontiog the New River
s Radford in 72 La Riviere,
e s called, s Alled with
palntings, phatograpbs and
ducusonts of the Inglew’ Czemi
by histosry. Robertn Stevie and
bt healand, Peul were mmas
ried thete in 950, and the
couple mored e the hiniwe
ia M7 w core loe Robertzs
morher, Solly Haeris Inglev
Whee she dbend tww yean b
of, they tymd in the house,
tecoming the founth pemery-
taom to inhabe La Kiviery

Paul Srecle masl his wile
entenained relatives (rom
arosind the coumtry at La
Riviere. She onjoyed shariog
the htory of the house — de-
clared a landmarl oo the Na-
gonsd Regivter of Hismorng
Maces i 198 — with ather
descendsnty of the Ingles
Aty

“Th nost EegOrtant pas-
saon o her WMe was ber Lams
ty.” be explained

“ler intevest n Damily o
cluded the present and 1he
poal.” added her son. "She was
always listeressed in het [vin
relstives. She bept wp Wi
evENYOR."

Aloag with her «ider
brother. Andsew Ingdes. Steck
peblidend twe books o8 by
famsily’s history, incleding
"tacape brvmn Inlin Captvi
iy.,” 3 duciphaering of Rher
prva great gramdfuber joha
Ligbey muansscript abwosst Alary

Liraper Inglen

Iy &4 wullhpown sory
avd she wis very coscerned
thai # be told accurstely.”
Nidort Heede nnd

e onigioal mamustipt is
pteserved in the Univernity of
Vieginla Libuary, but Steele’s
Sood 4 88 sCoursie ewTRe.
etiganal spellay and all

“Thi loskiarye wess off cont
c1ly enmdersed they pathered
ap thew privoecrs & piunder
and starved & wesred their
corse Jvwa ibe New FBiver
Ihwy musde but plow progress
i gwrtiang om i Heir war was
mecd [mapedid By the ileach
ness of the foreest & under-
yroath which covered the
whalde courstry.”

When Paul Stecke meet his
future wife o 'L be karw
mrrerdaately 1hat b wa Cur
fraes e sasse Choth an by f»
moss ascestor. Her high
nc boenrd < Lossmat ey had elecred
hwr peesident of the whedens

bealy, rmabing her the firm fe
anale 1o TI thun nede She went
on to pet sveral degrees. o
twodiog Agmnes oot Collepe
in Atlamia, Radford Seste
Teachers College (now
Radford University) and
Teachers College 31 Columba
University i New York She
Wit Active Is Covee allalrs,
eaught e whool and colrex
clevsis and playnd A leader-
shup rode o wumen 'y Gubs [
her youmget yrars, s wae al
yo as sthlete. excelling In
I

“She Jdedny play tenaks with
giels because they couldat
phve her o game, w ahe played
with men’ Puul Steele poted
“Che was a special Lady. ey
attitsads was that abe coedd do
what she wamted 1o do™
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